Cassia County Board of Commissioners
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Monday, April 22, 2024

Cassia County Courthouse = Commission Chambers
1459 Overland Ave = Room 206 = Burley ID 83318

9:00 AM
The Cassia County Board of Commissioners met today at the place and time as posted by agenda
pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-204 for Open Meetings Law.

ACTION AGENDA ITEMS

1) 9:04 AM Call to order

2) Pledge of Allegiance and prayer

3) 9:06 AM Roll call

Roll Call.

Present: Leonard M. Beck - Chair, Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Cally Velasquez - Deputy Clerk
(Not voting).

4) 9:07 AM Calendar, meetings, committee reports, and correspondence were reviewed.

a) 4/22/2024 - Safety Committee meeting - Kunau

b) 4/23/2024 - Joint Boards meetings - Searle

c) 4/23/2024 - Meeting regarding the CAD system - Searle

d) 4/23/2024 - Meeting with Hospital to review calls - Searle

e) 4/24/2024 - Simply Hope meeting - Searle

f) 4/24/2024 - Solid Waste meeting - Beck

g) 4/25/2024 - BLM virtual presentation of EIS report

h) Searle reported visiting with Commissioner Schaeffer of Minidoka County to schedule a time when the
MCCIC can give a report to both counties at the same time. He also wanted to invite legislators to hear
the report and have a follow-up meeting directly after to discuss their perspectives.

i) Beck reported on the Middle Snake Regional Water Resource Commission meeting he attended. They
discussed the quagga mussel situation and their budget with the new members hired to the
commission. It was also reported that Minidoka County will be joining the commission.

j) Beck said that from the Planning & Zoning meeting he attended last week, an ordinance amendment
from the Oakley area will be forthcoming before the Board for consideration.

k) Beck reported there are nine candidates for the Magistrate position in Twin Falls.

) Beck reminded the Board of their previous agreement for each of them to donate $500.00 to the
scholarship for the Rodeo Queen. They will collect that from each of them during this next week.

m) The ambulance report for March and 4-H Extension Office calendar for May were mentioned.

n) 9:19 AM Beck reported that they have received four applications for the Road & Bridge position and
interviews will begin soon.

0) 11:24 AM Beck recognized two representatives from the Soil and Water Conservation Districts. They
expressed appreciation to the Board for the use of an office in the courthouse while they were unable to
use their own office space due to government restrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
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p) 1:20 PM It was recognized that former elected Cassia County Clerk, Larry Mickelsen, passed away this
past Wednesday.
5) 9:16 AM Approve payables for 4/22/2024

9:17 AM Motion and Action: Approve payables as presented on 4/22/2024 in the amount of $103,457.20,
Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member.
Motion passed unanimously.

6) 9:19 AM Approve minutes from 4/15/2024

9:19 AM Motion and Action: Approve minutes from 4/15/2024 as presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle -
Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.
Motion passed unanimously.

7) 9:19 AM Approval of Clerk’s Office recommendations regarding junior college Certificates of Residency

9:20 AM Motion and Action: Approve Clerk’s Office recommendations to approve three junior college
Certificates of Residency as presented, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member.
Motion passed unanimously.

9:23 AM Mr. McMurray entered the meeting.
8) 1:16 PM Personnel Matters - Change of Status Request
a) CCSO - Ethan Justice - Uncertified City Deputy - new hire

1:17 PM Motion and Action: Approve the Change of Status Request as presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle -
Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.
Motion passed unanimously.

9) 9:38 AM Executive Session

9:38 AM Motion and Action: Enter Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-206 (1) (b) to consider
personnel issues, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 3).

Yes: Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Leonard M. Beck - Chair.

9:48 AM Upon exit of Executive Session, the board took the matter under advisement.
12:43 PM Executive Session requested.

12:44 PM Motion and Action: Enter Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-206 (1) (b) to consider
personnel issues, Idaho Code § 74-206 (1) (d) to consider records that are exempt from public disclosure, Idaho
Code § 74-206 (1) (f) to communicate with legal counsel regarding pending/imminently-likely litigation, and
Idaho Code § 74-206 (1) (i) to communicate with risk manager/insurer regarding pending/imminently-likely
claims, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member.
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Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 3).
Yes: Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Leonard M. Beck - Chair.

1:16 PM Upon exit of Executive Session, the board took the matter under advisement.

1:16 PM Motion and Action: Approve recommendations of the Social Services Director regarding indigent
matters, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member.
Motion passed unanimously.

10) 9:29 AM Discuss and decide on County harassment policy updates — Delayed for input from department
heads later in the meeting.
11) 9:22 AM Discuss railroad car at the Historical Society and Museum - Kunau

a) The Historical Society has the opportunity to purchase a set of railroad car wheels for the railroad car at
the museum. The cost is $5,000.00, not including freight. If purchased before the end of April, the cost
will be reduced to $4,500.00 and would include freight.

b) Kunau asked the Board to consider advancing them the money and then including the payment back
with the FY2025 budget for their department.

c) The Historical Society will apply for a grant from the Idaho Historical Foundation. If approved, funds
would not be received until after August.

d) 1:21 PM The matter was further discussed with the Auditor’s Office. Auditor’s Office Director Heather
Whitehead pointed out that the Historical Society does have reserve funds that can be used to make
that purchase. That would require the Board to amend the budget as the proposed expenditure was not
part of approved budget. There was $12,916.00 carryover dollars in the Historical Society reserve fund
beginning FY2024. The Board could also amend the budget to use reserves funds.

e) An action item will be part of the agenda for a special meeting of the Board on Thursday, 5/25/2024 to
facilitate the deadline for receiving the discount.

12) 9:29 AM Sign Second Amendment to Independent Contractor Agreement for Ambulance Services - Searle

a) The County has a six-year contract with the hospital for ambulance services but it needs to be agreed on
each year for continuation.

b) The second amendment presented was to accomplish that.

9:31 AM Motion and Action: Approve Chair Beck to sign the Second Amendment to Independent Contractor
Agreement for Ambulance Service with IHC Health Services, Inc., doing business as Cassia Regional Hospital
(CRH) as presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.

Motion passed unanimously.

13) 9:32 AM Approve expenditure to repair Sheriff’s Patrol Boat - Searle
a) The Sheriff’s patrol boat engine seized over the weekend. It is only six years old with 220 hours on it.
This type of malfunction was not covered under warranty.
b) Dick Randklev, who oversees the Waterways fund, suggested using $10,000.00 from that fund for costs
if the Sheriff's office will pay the balance. The total estimate for a new motor is $11,820.00 from Idaho
Water Sports.
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9:36 AM Motion and Action: Approve the purchase and installation of a new Sheriff’s Patrol Boat motor for a
total cost of $11,820.00, with $10,000.00 funded by the Waterways fund as presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle
- Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.

Motion passed unanimously.

11:48 AM Prosecutor Larsen entered the meeting.
14) 12:26 PM Approve purchase, titling, registration and insuring of vehicle by Prosecuting Attorney’s Office for
Investigator using Seized Asset Forfeiture Funds - Prosecutor
a) Prosecutor Larsen presented his request to obtain a new vehicle for his department. Their current
vehicle, a BMW acquired in a judgment, needs motor repair work that would be more cost than what
the County should reasonably expend as it is a more costly BMW. The prosecutor has discretion over the
use of narcotics seized assets that will be used for that purchase. He asked that the County cover costs
for titling and insurance. Costs for registration will be paid from the seized assets fund.
b) There is an estimated $77,000.00 in that fund. The cost of the 2024 Tesla Model Y vehicle is
approximately $49,630.00. Larsen also reviewed the warranty details of the vehicle and said that all
maintenance and repairs for the Tesla will come from the seized assets fund.

12:40 PM Motion and Action: Approve the purchase of the Tesla Y vehicle as presented by Prosecutor Larsen in
the amount of approximately $49,630.00 from funds in the Seized Asset Forfeiture Fund as presented, Moved
by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.

Motion passed unanimously.

12:41 PM Motion and Action: Approve title and insurance costs from county funds and licensing from the Seized
Asset Forfeiture Fund as presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.
Motion passed unanimously.

15) 12:10 PM Deliberate regarding rate of pay and housing for Prosecuting Attorney’s Office Limited License

Practitioners - Prosecutor

a) Larsen reported that two interns he desires to employ for the summer would only work from May to
August. All documents and requirements on their parts and on the prosecutor’s part have been filed and
they have obtained practitioner’s licenses to work for him.

b) He thanked Clerk Larsen and Deputy Clerk Ahlin for researching how the employment arrangements
should be set up. The interns will be full time employees and will earn a few months of PERSI. He
requested the Board approve the rate of pay at $22.00 per hour for them.

c) He has been working to hire interns for the next few semesters of rotation to keep this program going.
He said it is not a stop gap measure but a promotion that he hopes will encourage more attorneys to
move to the area and practice law here.

d) 12:24 PM Larsen added the reminder of their previous discussions for the department to pay for housing
for the interns. He is still working to make arrangements towards that effort and will bring the matter
again before the Board once details have been worked out.
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12:22 PM Motion and Action: Authorize the Prosecutor to hire two interns from May until August, at $22.00
each plus their benefits, as determined by the Auditor’s HR department, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member,
Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.

Motion passed unanimously.

SCHEDULED ACTION AGENDA ITEMS

16) 9:28 AM IT Presentation to department heads of EvoGov website upgrade bid and discuss possible website
changes - Burgess. It was determined to have the presentation during department head reports later in the
meeting.

17) 9:48 AM Department Head Reports including Budgetary updates

a) 9:48 AM Coroner - Rinehart reported that there were three fatalities in the last three weeks, and one
suicide since the last department head report. Two of the three fatalities just occurred last night and is
still under investigation.

b) 9:52 AM Assessor - Adams reported that his budgets are in good order. His office is busy preparing
assessments that need to go out in June.

i) With statute requiring religious and fraternal organizations to submit applications and
documentation each year for exemptions, he cautioned that there will be about 50 applications for
the Board to review in the coming weeks. Since many organizations haven’t done this in the past,
there is a lot of resistance and difficulty in obtaining the needed paperwork to accompany the
exemption applications. The Board has until the 15" of May to either approve or deny the
applications. Adams was directed to schedule adequate time on the coming agendas to address
them.

ii) The Board also asked Adams to review with them the Board of Equalization process and a bit of
training ahead of sending out the property assessments in June so that they can be prepared for
what to expect and how to conduct business as needed.

c) 9:57 AM Treasurer - Deputy Treasurer Bedke gave the report for her office. She reviewed the Statement
of Treasurer’s Cash report and the Joint Quarterly Report as well as Interest on Investments Earned
report.

i) There are five parcels expected to go to tax deed auction after the hearing set in May. The owner
passed away several years ago and friends who were paying the property taxes for him are no
longer interested in doing so.

ii) One mobile home is expected to go to Sheriff’s Sale. They believe the owner has abandoned it and
the owner of the property it where it is located does not want it.

d) 10:06 AM Maintenance - Hernandez gave an update on the TK Elevator upgrade. The company will start
delivering equipment and setting up their staging area across the street on 5/20/2024.

i) Kunau asked him to follow up with the gas company regarding their need to remove the gas line at
the former Masonic Lodge to facilitate demolition of the building.

ii) He also let Hernandez know that there were doors that could be taken from the building and stored
somewhere for future use.

e} 10:09 AM Extension Office - Wittman introduced new office staff members.

i) They are working with various animal projects for 4-H.

i) She reviewed biosecurity precautions they are implementing for the dairy weigh-ins to prevent the
spreading of viruses.
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iii) Their new Ag Extension person has been hired by the University of Idaho and is expected to begin
work 6/24/2024.

f) 10:13 AM Noxious Weed & Pest — Ottley
i) Ottley reported on recent legislation that made it more difficult to hire qualified employees to assist

in their spraying efforts. The changes expanded the base of knowledge a person must have and
then test for to obtain a pesticide license prior to working in the field. He reported the test was
already difficult with most people having to take it multiple times to pass. This occurred as the EPA
deemed Idaho to be out of compliance with their established regulations.

ii) He expressed concern that the government will focus their financial aid on the prevention of
invasive species such as the quagga mussel and that support for invasive weeds will suffer.

iii) He reported on the sterilization work his office has performed and that they are now getting their
equipment ready to begin spraying out in the county shortly. Beck asked the Sheriff to work with
him on the process of removing an abandoned vehicle in one of the county parking lots.

g) 10:23 AM Law Enforcement - Sheriff Warrell
i) Warrell reported on the hiring of a new patrol officer which begins work today.

ii) The jail is down two positions. He reported on the jail census and stated that no jail employee has
left employment since the differential pay program was instituted.

h) 10:25 AM Misdemeanor Probation - Prewitt reported they currently have 1,078 active probationers and
590 on pre-trial. The pretrial case load has increased significantly recently and she will be asking for
another employee position to help with pretrial cases during the FY2025 budget planning.

i) 10:30 AM Clerk’s Office - Clerk Larsen
i) Larsen reported on the five budgets that he oversees. He said that each of those budgets were

below budgeted amounts fiscal year to date and that he also had no significant concerns currently
with any other department budgets.

ii) Recent legislation has eliminated both the March and August elections reducing costs going forward
for consolidated off year elections. This current year they are just conducting the May primary
election and the November general election. Elections deputies Susan Keck and Kelsey Jones
continue to field many questions from citizens on a wide range of election topics. Additionally, they
have had to address numerous electioneering concerns.

iii) Keck and Jones have also been diligently working with software issues with the Secretary of State’s
Tenex software for reporting and electronic pollbooks.

iv) The Supreme Court is working towards their pivot to the cloud. That will include a segregated
system for the courts and court employees from the rest of Cassia County.

v) Larsen reported the five applicants being considered for appointment to the district judge position
in Cassia County recently vacated by Judge Tribe’s appointment to the Idaho Court of Appeals.

vi) Larsen suggested the Board consider adopting a policy with the help of law enforcement and the
prosecutor that can be published on the county’s website detailing policy for election signage near
roads under the jurisdiction of Cassia County Road and Bridge. There have been a number of
incidents and concerns recently regarding enforcement, tampering, and property rights associated
with political signage.

i) 10:43 AM IT Department — Burgess
i) Burgess reviewed his office IT incidents and work statistics along with projects they are currently

working on. He also gave a presentation to department heads to get their input. He added an
examination of the ADA website compliance tool deputy clerk Kelsey Jones showed him recently.
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k)

That demonstrated an additional need to update our current Cassia County website. He asked that
department heads reach out to him with their input.

ii) They still haven’t decided on a satisfactory server agreement to replace the old county server. He
has been working with a Dell representative and believes they are close to coming up with an
acceptable agreement. He expects that the cost of that server will take up about 10% of his
department budget.

10:55 AM Building & Zoning — McMurray

i)  McMurray reviewed building department activity. They recently issued 18 building permits and one
manufactured home siting permit. Building permit fees were just over $18,000.00 with a total
valuation of nearly $2.2 million.

ii) He also reported on Planning & Zoning issues. Soon an application for a piece of property to move
from Prime Ag to Multiple Use zoning will be presented to the Board to set a hearing.

iii) The harassment policy changes that were emailed to department heads last week for input was
addressed. There were no additional comments. It was determined to have the Board move
forward with the proposal next week.

18) 11:15 AM Review and Approve DL Evans Banking maintenance form to add Positive Pay - Auditor’s Office

a)

b)

Clerk Larsen stated that his office will be implementing and be oversight for Positive Pay program with
D.L. Evans Bank in approving and verifying all payables presented to the bank.

The County has addressed some recent fraudulent attempts with checks and ACH payments. This
program with the Auditor’s Office and payables they oversee should be very effective to protect from
future fraudulent attempts against the County.

Each payable and any exceptions will be vetted by the payables clerk in the Auditor’s Office each day
once implemented.

11:17 AM Motion and Action: Approve signing the D.L. Evans Bank supplemental agreement implementing
Positive Pay processing of payables in the Auditor’s Office as presented, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member,
Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member.

Motion passed unanimously.

19) 11:00 AM Discuss building permit fees and increase from 2003 rates to 2018 rates - M. Sagers

a)
b)
c)

d)

Sagers presented the current building permit application and fees in the county which is based off of
2003 International Building Codes (IBC). The State of Idaho has since adopted 2018 IBC standards.

The current fees only cover about 31% of the department’s budget. Adopting 2018 fees would cover
about 54% of the budget.

A current building permit for an 1,800 square foot residential home would cost $1,163.99. That same
permit, using 2018 standards would cost $1,591.83, an increase of nearly 37%.

Burley City uses a flat fee, Jerome and Minidoka Counties use 2018 fees, and Twin Falls County opted to
raise their building permit fees just 5% to avoid a public hearing.

11:14 AM Motion and Action: Approve scheduling a hearing to adjust building permit fees as presented, Moved
by Kent R. Searle - Member, Motion withdrawn.

e)

The motion to schedule a hearing was withdrawn as the agenda did not address that as an action item.
A hearing document will be presented at the next meeting to move forward with the increase proposal.
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20) 11:19 AM Review and approve of the Issuance of Commerce Authority Revenue Bonds for the benefit of
Suntado, LLC - Mini Cassia Commerce Authority

a)

Winston Inouye and Chelsea Porter appeared via Zoom to present the document for the Board’s
signature. They explained this did not create any liability on the County’s part. It just fulfills an IRS
requirement that the Board acknowledge proper procedures have been followed in the pursuance of a
bond from the Mini-Cassia Commerce Authority.

11:23 AM Motion and Action: Approve the chairman’s signature on the Certificate of our County Commissioners
regarding the bond issue as presented, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member.
Motion passed unanimously.

21) 11:27 AM Sheriff's Office FY2025 Budget Review - Sheriff Warrell

a)

b)

Sheriff reviewed Sheriff’s Office rate of pay comparisons with other law enforcement agencies in the
area. The report included rates of pay from sheriff’s offices in Jerome County, Minidoka County, Twin
Falls County, and the Idaho State Police.

Two proposals for FY2025 budget pay increases were also presented.

Beck noted that the last two years’ $1,500.00 bonuses had not been accounted for in the presented
amounts. He also noted that the benefits packages costs for other counties had not been included in the
comparisons. Sheriff stated that city police forces pay 100% of insurance costs for employees and
dependents and county forces do not so it was not included.

22) 11:35 AM USFS Wildfire Report and Forecast -

a)

b)

c)

Dick Dutcher, the District Fire Management Officer and Nick Robatcek, the District Fuels Planner
delivered a brief report. Dutcher provided a year-in-review of activities in their dispatch area. In 2023
they only had 73 fires in their dispatch area, 80% of which were human-caused, while 20% were
lightening. On the Sawtooth Forest, they had 50 human-caused fires and BLM had 9 human-caused
fires. The ten-year average is 116 fires for the area. 14,221 acres burned last year whereas the ten-year
average is 91,969 acres. On larger fires, damage assessment teams go into an area and do extensive
research in developing rehabilitation plans for those habitat areas that have been burned.

Robatcek gave a brief on the sources they use to estimate the outlook of the coming season on a weekly
basis. Sites they use to stay informed include National Weather Service (NWS), NWS Fire Weather
Dashboard, US Drought Monitor, Great Basin Coordination Center, and the South Idaho Interagency
Dispatch Center.

11:49 AM District Ranger Draper addressed his operations when considering fuels management and
grazing in the limited areas of his responsibility.

23) 11:57 AM Report of BLM

a)

b)

Jim Tharp stood in to give the BLM’s report. He summarized some of the fuels work that his office is
doing for Buckhorn Canyon and Cold Springs with a primary focus on juniper trees that burned in the
Cave Canyon fire of 2012. He also reported that they will need to begin doing a recreation management
plan in the South Hills area to address conflicts in activities of the people especially involving target
shooting areas in the near future.

Tharp briefly discussed a mining claim that was recently filed with the agency for prospecting on a site of
five acres or less.

CASSIA COUNTY COMMISSION
REGULAR SESSION
Monday, April 22, 2024

8|Page



UNFINISHED BUSINESS ACTION AGENDA ITEMS
24) 1:17 PM Discuss potential preferred provider work-med agreements
a) Beck felt they needed to involve Bowen Insurance to provide cost estimates for some of the facilities
mentioned in the Auditor’s presentation recently. He will contact them.
25) 1:18 PM Proposed county building discussion
a) Kunau said he talked with Moser at erstad Architects on Thursday and reviewed hiring a construction
manager and making decisions on the type of building the Board wants. He is waiting for Moser to get
back with him about the best way to proceed.
b) The county needs to put out a request for proposal for a construction manager.
26) 1:20 PM County Fair grandstands construction matters including but not limited to payment requests - no
update was given.
27) 1:28 PM Adjourn

1:29 PM Motion and Action: Adjourn, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.
Motion passed unanimously.
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Leonard M. Beck, Chair
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04/19/2024  07:54:11 FN502WBS MICHELLE WALLACE

CASSIA COUNTY

BOTH UNPAID CLAIMS & DEMANDS GENERAL GOVERNMENT FUNDS
* UNAPPROVED DEMANDS APPEAR IN ACTUALS AND ALSO AS AN INVOICE .

Demand/Claims

Fund Budget Actual Amt

0001 GENERAL FUND (CURRENT EXPENSE) 5,736,912.00 2,845,961.56 15,833.79
0002 ROAD & BRIDGE 754,095.00 273,848.62 1,837.92
0006 DISTRICT COURT 377,630.00 130,413.33 34.23
0008 JUSTICE FUND 13,922,579.00 6,860,239.11 41,119.25
0013 911 COMMUNICATIONS 866,250.00 96,111.15 425.00
0015 CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS 242,710.00 43,689.23 8,544.00
0016 SOCIAL SERVICES-ASSISTANCE 537,550.00 95,316.78 9,251.43
0020 REVALUATION 356,180.00 176,111.26 84.00
0029 PHYSICAL FACILITIES 12,041,300.00 937,189.78 1,302.85
0048 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND 3,873,550.00 1,816,205.20 25,024.73

Total Amount Paid 103,457.20

STATE OF IDAHO
CASSIA COUNTY

WE, THE CASSIA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, BEING DULY SWORN DO HEREBY CERTIFY AND DECLARE THAT
WE HAVE REVIEWED THE DEMANDS ENUMERATED AND REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING REGISTER, AND THAT THE SAME ARE
TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE ACCURATE AND ARE JUST CLAIMS AGAINST THE COUNTY, AND THAT THERE ARE FUNDS

AVAILABLE FOR PAYMENT THEREOF IN THE COUNTY yASURY

APPROVED FOR DISTRIBUTIONASOF _ _____ /_ :‘92'_2_ _":&OC;) 7
COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER

* WARNING : This fund is over budget

PAGE 1 OF 1

Budget
Remaining

55% OF FISCAL YEAR ELAPSED

% Budget
Remaining

2,890,950.44
480,246.38
247,216.67
7,062,339.89
770,138.85
199,020.77
442,233.22
180,068.74
11,104,110.22
2,057,344.80

50%
64%
65%
51%
89%
82%
82%
51%
92%
53%
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